
§4117. Insurance Fraud.

(a) Offense defined.—A person commits an offense if the person does any of the following:

(1) Knowingly and with the intent to defraud a State or local government agency files, presents or causes
to be filed with or presented to the government agency a document that contains false, incomplete or
misleading information concerning any fact or thing material to the agency’s determination in approving or
disapproving a motor vehicle insurance rate filing, a motor vehicle insurance transaction or other motor
vehicle insurance action which is required or filed in response to an agency’s request.

(2) Knowingly and with the intent to defraud any insurer or self-insured, presents or causes to be
presented to any insurer or self-insured any statement forming a part of, or in support of, a claim that
contains any false, incomplete or misleading information concerning any fact or thing material to the claim.

(3) Knowingly and with the intent to defraud any insurer or self-insured, assists, abets, solicits or
conspires with another to prepare or make any statement that is intended to be presented to any insurer
or self-insured in connection with, or in support of, a claim that contains any false, incomplete or
misleading information concerning any fact or thing material to the claim, including information which
documents or supports an amount claimed in excess of the actual loss sustained by the claimant.

(4) Engages in unlicensed agent, broker or unauthorized insurer activity as defined by the act of May
17,1921 (P.L. 789, No. 285), known as The Insurance Department Act of one thousand nine hundred
and twenty-one, [FN1] knowingly and with the intent to defraud an insurer, a self-insured or the public.

(5) Knowingly benefits, directly or indirectly, from the proceeds derived from a violation of this section
due to the assistance, conspiracy or urging of any person.

(6) Is the owner, administrator or employee of any health care facility and knowingly allows the use of
such facility by any person in furtherance of a scheme or conspiracy to violate any of the provisions of this
section.

(7) Borrows or uses another person’s financial responsibility or other insurance identification card or
permits his financial responsibility or other insurance identification card to be used by another, knowingly
and with intent to present a fraudulent claim to an insurer.



(8) If, for pecuniary gain for himself or another, he directly or indirectly solicits any person to engage,
employ or retain either himself or any other person to manage, adjust or prosecute any claim or cause
of action against any person for damages for negligence or for pecuniary gain for himself or another,
directly or indirectly solicits other persons to bring causes of action to recover damages for personal
injuries or death, provided, however, that this paragraph shall not apply to any conduct otherwise
permitted by law or by rule of the Supreme Court.

(b) Additional offenses defined.—

[Former Section (b)(1) was declared unconstitutional by the Pennsylvania Supreme Court in
Commonwealth v. Stern. Pa. , 701 A.2d 568 (1997).]

(2) With respect to an insurance benefit or claim covered by this section, a health care provider may not
compensate or give anything of value to a person to recommend or secure the provider’s service to or
employment by a patient or as a reward for having made a recommendation resulting in the provider’s
service to or employment by a patient; except that the provider may pay the reasonable cost of
advertising or written communication as permitted by rules of professional conduct. Upon a conviction
of an offense provided for by this paragraph, the prosecutor shall certify such conviction to the
appropriate licensing board in the Department of State which shall suspend or revoke the health care
provider’s license.

(3) A lawyer or health care provider may not compensate or give anything of value to a person for
providing names, addresses, telephone numbers or other identifying information of individuals seeking or
receiving medical or rehabilitative care for accident, sickness or disease, except to the extent a referral
and receipt of compensation is permitted under applicable professional rules of conduct A person may
not knowingly transmit such referral information to a lawyer or health care professional for the purpose
of receiving compensation or anything of value. Attempts to circumvent this paragraph through use of
any other person, including, but not limited to, employees, agents or servants, shall also be prohibited.

(4) A person may not knowingly and with intent to defraud any insurance company, self-insured or
other person file an application for insurance containing any false information, or conceal for the purpose
of misleading information concerning any fact material thereto.


